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               THE LIGHTHOUSE
Newsletter for December 2017
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations  
Isaiah 42:6 

Message from Our Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I love the season of Advent.  The color of the season is blue and not the green we have been accustomed to the last few months. Now don’t get me wrong, I like the green, but it’s time for change. It’s also a season of Reflection and Hope. 
Advent seems to have become the lost and forgotten church season. It has gotten lost in the rush of the good Christmas deals and all the rest of the trappings of the commercial-ization of Christmas. Yet it is an important time in the life of the Christian church.  Especially in the times we are living in; where fear, polarization, and gloom and doom seem to have a grip on many aspects of our lives. It’s not hard to see, we live in a world longing for hope. Wars are raging and people are fleeing their countries because of it. 
Winter is here and though beautiful in many ways, it also poses hardships. At times we can seem to be stuck in one place due to cold and snow. It’s also a time when the bills can stack up with the costs of heating our homes. When we look at all that, we long for a little hope and where does that come from? Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

During Advent I usually reflect on all the events that happened in my life in the last year, some good and some not so good. Then when I see the mangers and the Christmas trees popping up all over, as the Christmas season begins, I begin to look at where Christ is in all of these events. 
I have always given thanks for the season of Advent and Christmas because they remind me to reflect on where Christ is in my life and in a world longing for hope. That hope all began with a baby, our Emmanuel (which means God among us in flesh) who would preach and teach, care for those whom society neglected, and finally go to the cross taking on all our pain and sin, to die for us and then rise again giving us eternal life! The Light that the darkness can not overcome!
Christ, who is our hope, is with us now and will come again! Thanks be to God!!
May your Christmas be filled with happiness and Joy!
Yours in Christ,

Pastor David

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This year is a series of new beginnings for me, one of which is introducing this effort to be in more direct communication with the people of the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  While we have our 6X a year newsletter, Notes and Quotes, and we have our 2x monthly electronic newsletter, E- Notes, and our Facebook Page and website, www.nglsynod.org., asking for room in congregational newsletters will even further our connection to each other.  

As people of faith, this month we observe Advent together. If Advent was a moment at a dinner party, it would be that space of time between when everything is ready, and you are watching and waiting for the guests to arrive.

Advent is expectation, anticipation, the tension of the in-between space where we are waiting for what is to come.  

But we’re not very good at waiting.  Fast food is fast because people do not have time to wait.  We have drive through hamburgers, drive through banks, and drive through coffee.  Time is money, money is time, and the savvy business owner caters to the consumer who’s in a perpetual hurry.  We demand and are used to instant gratification.  From text messages to high speed internet, we do not like to wait for results. We even binge watch favorite television shows because we cannot wait for the next episode.  Is there anything that we wait for?  Where the waiting provides blessing? Where the waiting is productive?  Even necessary?

Some have called Advent the pregnancy of the Church.  Certainly, we would want the growth of a yet to be born child to be given all the time that is needed.  But what of the gestation of an idea?  Or a mission?  The discernment of direction?  A search for clarity of the will of God?  I believe these also cannot be rushed.

Our Church is on the cusp of becoming something new.  We do not yet know what that is.  We may not even live to see the complete transformation, although we are witnessing the labor pains now.  We see the changes, even grieve the changes, as we continue put our efforts into ministry and meet the challenges of a transforming church in a shifting world. 

In its essence, Advent is not such an easy place to be.  This place of waiting and uncertainty, of wanting to do something to prepare, and not being sure what that is.  

But scripture proclaims that there is blessing in the waiting.  Advent invites us to percolate in the Spirit, to feel the suspense of unresolved tension, and still place our trust in the one who holds our future.  We cannot binge on Advent so Christmas gets here sooner, and neither can we fast forward the present so that we arrive at the future before its time.  Some things… some God things…. simply cannot be rushed.  

So together we wait and watch. We make ready for our Lord Jesus to come to us and we prepare for his coming.  Together we wait for God to speak the Word Christ into our lives and into the hopes we have for our Church.  And then together we will sing - 

Joy to the World, the Lord is come,

let earth receive its king.

Let every heart prepare him room,

And heav’n and nature sing!

Yours in Christ,

Bishop Katherine Finegan
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Newsletter
The December newsletter was not adopted. (
Advent
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Advent began November 29th!  Advent is a time to focus inward and prepare our hearts and lives for Christ.  This is the countdown and earnest waiting for the Messiah.  Please take some time during this season to:

1. Worship weekly

2. Pray daily

3. Read your Bible daily

4. Practice generosity
Trinity Christmas Dinner

Join us on Saturday, December 2nd for Trinity’s 5th Annual Christmas Dinner.  Appetizers at 5 pm, dinner at 6 pm.
  Craft Show
On December 3rd Zion will be hosting a Craft & Vendor Show, 1 – 4 pm.  Come and find great Christmas gifts!  There will also be homemade Christmas cookies and homemade soup for sale.  (People donating cookies should bring them to the church by 2 pm on Saturday December 2nd, so that they can be grouped into assortments on decorative plates)
  NOIZ

The NOIZ Youth Group is selling homemade soup at the craft show on December 3rd to raise money for their Youth Gathering in Houston.
   Noisy Offering

November noisy offering will go to The Food Pantry.  Need is always greater at this time of the year.  We will also be collecting food cans during the month of December.
  Women’s Group

No Women’s Group due to Craft Sale.
Christmas Musicale
Come enjoy the music at the 56th Annual Christmas Musicale at the United Methodist Church on December 3rd at 6:30 pm.  

Adult Bible Study     
Bible Study at Trinity will be Tuesdays at 6 pm.  
  Confirmation
Confirmation will be on December 10th from 5 to 7 pm

Poinsettias
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Anyone wishing to order poinsettias for the

Christmas Eve service, can contact Betsy Turf at

906-643-1512 by December 12th.  Cost is $11.75 

for red, burgundy, white or jingle bells (red & white).

Christmas Services
Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior on Christmas Eve.  Trinity will meet at 5 p.m. and Zion at 8:00 p.m.
There will be no service on Christmas Day.
Contact Information
Pastor David Tielbar may be reached at 906-984-2051 or at david.tielbar6@gmail.com.  In an emergency, you can reach the Pastor’s cell phone at (563) 880-4512
Church telephone: 906-643-7870  -  Answering machine

The secretary will usually be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 – 12
To email the church is:  ziontrinity950@yahoo.com
The website is at http://zionstignace.com/home.html
Find us on facebook at 
· " 

www.facebook.com/zionstignace  

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church are congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Trinity’s Sunday Service is at 9 a.m.
Zion’s Sunday Service is at 11 a.m.

Prayer List
(If you would like someone added to the prayer list, email or call the church)
[image: image7.jpg]N

/0\



Mary Belonga, Dave & Lois Movalson, Barb Lehto, Bev Kammers, Joe Chalmers, Patty Thibault, Karen Fowler, Delores Marshall, Bill & Sandy Tielbar, Walter & Jane Puccio, Mike & Linda Wilkins, Bill Anderson, Karen Kammers Sparks, Rick Brown, Eric Rose, Russell Winberg, Tom & Taffy Coffey, Charlie Doud, Richard Galor, Sarah Marolf, Eunice Therrian, Wes Pechta, Lou Hitts, Jack Dyer, Rick Weiss, Toni Leny, Judy Ryerse, Carol Watson, Mandy Jones, Bea Zak, Rodney Novenske, Jody Gustafson, Ron & Kay Bahlman, John Lata, Gaven Gustafson, Kennedy Music, Craig Therrian, Cindy Hendricks, Virginia, Lillian, Aiden, Owen, Bernie, Molly, Larry First, Billy Milford, Shirley Winberg, Larry Hopper, Ann & Bill Blaine, Carter Klein, Mary Ellen Reavie, Carol Litzner, Holly Lester, Lalah Rippitt, Sandy Huskey and the family and friends of Nadine Dandona

Long-Term Care
Cedar Ridge:


Cindy Hendricks

Bernard Crouch

Evergreen Living Center:


Nadine Dandona



Barb Lehto

Judy Ryerse
Anniversaries in December
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December 1
Dave & Lois Movalson

December 10
Jim & Jerri Rose

December 28
Tim & Sally Idalski
Birthdays in December
December  2
Andrea Insley
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4
Bonnie Bergeron

4 Joyce Gustafson

4 Josh LaJoice

9 Sue St. Onge

12
Trudy Olsen

14
Bill Harju

15
Tonya Winberg

20
Robby Olsen

22
Sally Idalski

23
Chase DeKeyser

24
Carol Elmblad

24
Toby Ferguson

25
Robert Marshall

26
Lorraine Graham

29
Barb Wilkins

30
Mike Lehto

Baptismal Anniversaries

December 2
Madison Olsen

3
Kelly LaJoice


7
Zoey Stenson

9
Brad Therrian


15
Rita LaVake


15
Connie Olsen


19
Joshua Feleppa


20
Lana Lennington


20
Sue St. Onge


24
Bernard Crouch

24
Katti Gamble


24
Alicia Garen


24
Cole Garen
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25
Jordan Caldwell


27
Dawn Akers

27
Lucas Hammond


27
Brent Ruff


27
Jayce Ruff


27
Drew Stockero

28
Kristine Vallier

29
Barb Wilkins

30
Max Coburn
Trinity Worship Families
Dec 3

Chalmers Family
Dec 10


Kennedy Family
Dec 17

Movalson Family
Dec 24

Rose Family
Dec 31

Baron Family
Zion Funeral Committee October - January
Team Leader:  Lorraine Graham (643-8419)
Co-leader:  Lana Lennington (643-6576)

Servants for Zion

Ushers & Greeters
Dec 3

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

Dec 10


Martha Sjogren & Donna Harju

Dec 17

Confirmation Youth

Dec 24

Lana Lennington Family

Dec 31

Mike Lehto & Bob Marshall
Lectors
Dec 3

Cathie Tielbar
Dec 10


Fred Feleppa
Dec 17

Betsy Turf
Dec 24

Dawn Akers
Dec 31

Rita LaVake
Communion Assistants
Dec 3

Dena Barker
Dec 10


Karen Schlehuber
Dec 17

Mary Christiansen
Dec 24

Lorraine Graham
Acolytes
Dec 3

Gunnar Olsen
Dec 10


Bailey Ryerse
Dec 17

Brendan Insley
Dec 24

Josh Feleppa
Dec 31

Gunnar Olsen
Altar:  Lorraine Graham
Money Counters:  Stephen & Mary Christiansen
The Usher duties are:

1. Arrive 30 minutes before church
2. Pass out bulletins and welcome guests

3. Help with the offering and communion

4. Record attendance 

Council Meetings
Zion Council – December 14, 6:30 pm

Trinity Council – December 19, 6 pm
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Zion’s Council Members

President:
Steve Christiansen
298-1051

Vice-President
Karen Schlehuber
643-0311


Co-Treasurers:  
Dawn Akers
643-7552

Co-Treasurers:  
Lana Lennington
643-6576
Secretary:
Lorraine Graham
643-8419


Mary Christiansen
235-6123


Robert Marshall
643-8936                           



   Dena Barker
430-1460

Paul Shepard
984-2069


Trinity’s Council Members
President:  
Jerri Rose
292-5570
Vice-President   Sharon Chalmers
292-5440
Secretary: 
Tracy Movalson
         292-5581
Treasurer: 
Pega Kennedy
292-5633

Co-Treasurer: 
Jim Rose
292-5570

Financial Secretary:  Tom Gustafson
292-5460

WELCA:  
Pega Kennedy
292-5633



John Kennedy
292-5633



Lois Movalson
         292-5581
	Treasurer's Report for Zion

	January 1, 2017 through November 25, 2017

	
	
	
	

	Income:
	
	
	

	
	Amazon Smile Foundation
	$           52.20 
	

	
	Building
	$     1,120.00 
	

	
	Church Use Income
	$         990.00 
	

	
	General
	$   51,168.21 
	

	
	Fund Raising
	$     2,675.15 
	

	
	Thrivent Financial Income
	$         446.00 
	

	
	Trinity Share
	$   12,034.48 
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	$    68,486.04 

	
	
	
	

	Expenses:
	
	

	
	Administration
	$     3,434.60 
	

	
	Benevolence
	$     2,295.00 
	

	
	Church Maintenance
	$   12,974.20 
	

	
	Education
	$         526.35 
	

	
	Parsonage Maintenance
	$     3,161.16 
	

	
	Pastoral
	$   42,824.48 
	

	
	Worship
	$     3,523.78 
	

	
	--To Building Fund
	$     1,120.00 
	

	
	
	
	$    69,859.57 

	
	
	
	-1373.53

	***********************************************************

	Thrivent Financial Investment Fund
	
	320.83

	General fund balance:
	
	438.04

	Kitchen/Building Fund balance
	
	1376.85

	
	
	
	

	General fund owes building fund:
	
	 $                  -   

	General fund owes Mission Endowment fund:
	$      7,995.00 


Zion Lutheran Council Meeting 

November 15, 2017

Council Members Present:   Stevan, Mary, Karen, Lorraine, Dawn and Pastor David

Steve called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Pastor Dave opened with devotions “Blessed Are You”.
1.  Pastor's Report:
A. Pastor spent a considerable amount of time on Pastoral Care.
B. The Youth Gathering in Houston is mostly paid for, except for lodging and food.  There are six girls, three boys and 4 adults going.
C. Still haven’t got anyone to look at roof of parsonage.  It leaks when it rains.
D. We will be switching back and forth with the Methodists on the mid-week Advent services.  (We will start November 6th.)
2.  Treasurer's Report:


The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.
3.  Secretary's Report:


Secretary's Report was approved.  We went over the 
lists for next year.
4.  Old Business:

A. We earned over $1200 on pasty sale.
B. Stephen suggested he meet with Dawn and Pastor David to discuss the Endowment bylaws.  They decided on meeting Tuesday, November 28th at 10 am.  He asked Lorraine to try to find them.

5.  New Business:

A. Lorraine mentioned that Betsy Turf agreed to organize the buying of poinsettias for the Christmas Eve services.
B. We discussed the calendar.  There will be a service in the morning as well as the evening of the 24th.  Council will meet on the 14th 
C. There was a discussion on trying not to schedule too many fund raisers at the same time.
Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Lorraine Graham

Trinity Lutheran Council Minutes 

November 21, 2017

Opened at 6:15pm

Present: Pastor Dave,  Jerri & Jim Rose, Pega and John Kennedy, Tracy Movalson, Tom Gustafson, Sharon Chalmers

Pastor led the meeting with a reading from Portals of Prayer “Blessed are You’ Revelations 19:9

Pastors Report: Pastoral Care.  Donation suggestion; Area Hope heating assistance or Food Truck Feed America.  County Sherriff wants to visit to discuss church security. 

Secretary’s Report : correction ‘reformation Sunday’

Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.

Financial Secretary’s Report was read and approved.

Old Business:

Midsummer Pole is down….thank you Tom!

Reminder Community Dinner is December 2. Members please bring cookie plate or appetizers.

New Business:

We will decorate church sometime after the Sunday following Thanksgiving. 

Donate to Kiwanis holiday food basket

Meeting adjourned at 6:50PM Respectfully Submitted by Tracy Movalson, Secretary

Burger Bash
There will be a benefit for Mike Wilkins at Fred’s Pub in St. Ignace on Wednesday, November 29th from 4 – 8 pm.  There will be a bake sale, a 50/50 drawing and a silent auction (that ends at 7 pm).  $8 donation.  (Mike was recently diagnosed with Stage four cancer in multiple areas.)

Xmas Bazaar
December 2nd from Noon until 6 pm at the Moose Lodge in St. Ignace.  Craft vendors and food (burger baskets).  Noon to 6 pm. Public welcome!

Feeding America
The Mobile Food Pantry with be at Little Bear East on December 6th from 11 am until 1 pm (or the food runs out).

Fruits, vegetables, dairy products and baked goods.  If you would like to volunteer to set up, be there at 9 am.

2017 Straits Area Cantata
Sunday, December 10th at 2 pm at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Mackinaw City.  40 Voice Chorus, Brass Quintet and Instrumental Combo.  Free will offering to benefit the Straits Area Food Bank and the 2018 Straits Area Cantata.

HOPE Chest 
The new winter HOPE Chest hours are:



Fri - Mon: Closed

Tues: 10 am – 4 pm 

Wed: 10 am – 5 pm 

Thurs: 10 am – 4 pm 

Volunteers are needed!  Please consider giving of your time and talent to our mission.  Our volunteers are vital to the success of the HOPE Chest.  There is a wide range of volunteer positions available, during open hours and on Wednesday evenings to stock shelves. 
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Wishing You a Blessed Christmas!
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